Introductory Essay:

Towards an International Landscape Convention

Yasuhiko Mitani

Confronting Global Issues

The “a good natural environment,” is absolutely imperative for society’ s
economy to develop soundly while simultaneously managing to maintain its
uniqueness. ‘Beautiful Landscapes” that are considered to “possess value”
socially, culturally, and historically, receive special treatment as presences
that provide people with extraordinary experiences. On the other hand,
the landscapes that we come into contact within our daily lives are rarely
considered of value, precisely for them being situated within the context of
the everyday.

In many cases everyday scenes and landscapes, are simply recognized
either in the context of their colors with the likes of “green,” “grey,” and
“blue,” or are divided and analyzed through their “elements and functions’
such as agricultural landscapes, historical landscapes, and a landscape’ s
ecological value. Fundamentally such landscapes are for everyone, however
in reality they are neglected and underestimated as if they are for no one.
When we observe the different places where people throughout the
world live in, it is evident that people’ s daily lives are burdened with the
impacts of poor developments at the expense of modern benefits such as
industrialization and urbanization.

Landscape architects currently face a multitude of “global challenges”
including population issues and rapid changes in lifestyles, climate change,
the depletion of natural resources, the reduction of forest resources, food
shortages, the weakening of biodiversity, the conservation of precious
natural and cultural heritages, as well as the many issues that are associated
with land use and development. Conversely, one could say that precisely
because of landscape architects, society is gradually reaching a condition
in which a diverse array of solutions can be provided in response to these
issues. However in contemporary society, the “quality” of landscapes in the
everyday appears to be incessantly worn away and reduced. Under such
global circumstances, the consideration of approaches in the context of a
more strategic and comprehensive landscape is the most solid measure
for salvaging and supporting the various life “places” for people that find

themselves in the face of global crisis and challenges.

The Definition of “Landscape Charters”

In response to the common landscape challenges that our society is
currently confronting, activities are promoted to raise a wide range of
discussions and to provide solutions to issues within the global framework
of charters such as the “IFLA/ International Federation of Landscape
Architects.” The motives are as follows.

1. To consider the landscape as a product of a multidisciplinary field that

combines culture and nature. To consider it as that which simultaneously
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possesses abstract aspects while dealing with physical materials, and to
understand the subject from both perspectives of economy and of social
value.

2. To place focus on devising a future images that pay respect to history and
is based on the historical experiences of the masses and of individuals.

3. To carefully consider the mutual reciprocation between “culture,” “health,”
and the “economy,” and a connected relationship in which these aspects are
optimally controlled.

4. To maintain and promote crosscutting activities that transcend the barriers
of organizations, countries, regions, and fields of expertise, while enhancing
imagination through principles and guidelines.

5. To recognize the fact that the time has now come to exercise
comprehensive leadership in the implementation of such professional
practices.

6. To establish approaches unique to landscape architects in the context
of Japan, as a sustainable tool for comprehensive planning, operation, and
creative development regardless of the site being agricultural/rural or urban,
an area with high levels of nature or not, and precious landscapes and

common landscapes that have a tendency to be forgotten.

The Extremely Vast and Diverse Activities of Landscape Architects in Japan
IFLA’ s landscape charter respects the diverse differences in culture and
ideas that each country possess towards the consideration of landscapes,
encourages the comprehensive and flexible understanding and application
of these sensitivities across respective scales. Furthermore, their mission
illustrates their willingness to cooperate in response to economy and health,
as well as for people and communities who pose a concern towards the
sustainability of their own cultures and environments. In response to such
movements, Japan is taking steps towards the establishment of a new
Japanese landscape charter.

Circumstances in which various professionals involved in landscape design
from academics, practitioners of planning and design, various peoples
and companies involved in construction, to providers of materials etc.,
fundamentally and essentially possess a “strong and collective philosophy
towards the landscape.” Furthermore, there is the need to share a charter
that represents this philosophy, beginning with the persons involved. Cities
and towns are created through the involvement of many people not limited
to architects. It is in this very condition of diversity and as presences for
connecting such diversity, that the possibilities of landscaping be further
necessitated in the coming future. | look forward to the future prospects of

new Japanese landscapes.
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